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The National Dispensatory: containing the Natural History, Chemistry, 
Pharmacy, Actions, and Uses of Remedies, liy Alfred Stille, M.D., 
IjL.1)., Professor h]meritus of the Theory and Practice of Medicine and of 
Clinical Medicine in the University of Pennsylvania; John M. Maisch, 
Phar. D., late Professor of Materia Medica and Botany in the Philadelphia 
College of Pharmacy ; Charles Caspari, Jr., Pli.ti., Professor of Theo¬ 
retical and Practical Pharmacy in the Maryland (’ollege of Pharmacy ; 
and Henry C. C. Maisch, Ph.fi., Ph.l). Fifth edition, with three hun¬ 
dred and twenty illustrations. Pp. viii., 11)03. Philadelphia: Lea Brothers 
& Co., 1894. 

The enormous strides which mark the advance of the knowledge of 
the natural history, chemistry, pharmacy, actions and uses of medicines 
are never so strongly impressed upon the physician as they are at the 
time he carefully reviews a book of this magnitude. Especially when 
one considers that the sweeping and radical changes which have been 
introduced into the last edition of the United States Pharmacopoeia have 
necessitated an entire re writing of the descriptive portions of the work 
does he realize how greatly the fifth differs from the fourth edition. 
And when it is taken into consideration that the past few years have 
been years of unprecedented activity on the part of botanists, chemists, 
and therapeutists—not only in the production and testing of an enormous 
number of new drugs, but also in the verification of the facts supposed 
to be established about the older ones and in extension of the field of 
employment of those well understood—we can well appreciate the fact 
that this, as compared with the last edition, is practically a new book, 
and as compared with the first edition, which, as a student, we read 
fifteen years ago, it is an encyclopiedia contrasted with a text-book. 
The various editions have all borne the impress of the ripe scholarship 
and practical experience of Stille on the therapeutical and clinical side, 
the accurate learning and broad botanical and pharmaceutical knowl¬ 
edge of Maisch—ably supplemented, in the last, by Caspari, Jr. Not con¬ 
tent with our own l’harmacopada alone, which in its last edition is credit- 
abletothe best pharmaceutical and therapeutical knowledge which obtains 
in this country, the editors have frequently broadened the scope of the 
work by references to the British and German Pharmacopoeias and to the 
French Codex. 

The IHxpoimtory proper occupies seventeen hundred and thirty- 
seven clearly and cleanly printed pages—practically a combined 
chemistry, botany, pharmacy, materia medica, pharmacology, and 
therapeutics, for the pharmacist and physician. Omissions are few in 
number. Cocillana, which has a good present with the prospect of a 
substantial future, certainly deserved mention. Asaprol does not receive 
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due attention, in that the later work of Dujardin-Beaunietz and others 
is not reported. Oleum betuke volatile, a preparation of the last edition 
of the Pharmacopoeia, is entitled to have a heading of its own, in its 
proper place amongst the olea, and should not be a sub-head under 
oleum gaultheriie. Very rarely does one find typographical errors : page 
1310, 3K,MN0 4 is found instead of 3Iv,MnO l ; chlorodine appears in 
the index, instead of chlorodyne; euphorin is europhin in the index, thus 
making the usual confusion with europhen much more likely. 

The Appendix covers fifty-two pages and treats of Reagents and Tests; 
Volumetric Assays; Saturation Equivalents of Acids; Alkali and Acid 
Percentages of Salts; Table of Elements; Formulas and Molecular 
Wei ghts of the Principal Chemicals and Reagents; Equivalents of 
Weights and Measures; Tables of Weights and Measures; of the Rela¬ 
tion by Degrees of Baume’s Hydrometer to Specific Gravities, and of 
Thermometric Equivalents; and an alphabetical List of Official Drugs 
in the United States and British Pharmacopoeias and the preparations 
containing them. 

The General Index (to botany, materia medica, chemistry, and phar¬ 
macy) covers seventy-six three-columned pages; the Index of Thera¬ 
peutics occupies the remainder of the volume—thirty-six pages. The 
thoroughness of the indexing may he appreciated when it is stated that 
there are twenty-five thousand references. Minor advantages, as the 
full list of synonyms, large numbers of chemical formulte, temperatures 
given both in Centigrade and Fahrenheit, weights and measures in both 
metrical and apothecaries’ systems, and references to current periodical 
literature, are best appreciated by the teacher and author, but are as 
well useful to the practising physician and the pharmacist. The best test 
of the accuracy and usefulness of a book is to be found in its availability 
in solving the questions that arise each day. During the past four 
months this volume has been in constant use, and very rarely has its 
information been found to be incomplete or inaccurate. 

Not only has the editorial work been excellently done, but the mechan¬ 
ical making is of the best; the book is made to be used, and it is likely 
to he in constant requisition. In comparison with similar works of 
foreign origin, we feel that it will not suffer, but that it will stand on its 
merits as a monument to the persistent industry, broad information, 
scientific investigation, and scholarly attainments of the authors. 

R. W. W. 


An American Text-rook of the Diseases of Children, by Ameri¬ 
can Teachers. Edited by Louis Starr, M.D. Pp. 1148. Philadelphia: 
tV. B. Saunders, 1891. 

The first chapter of this excellent hook—“Clinical Investigation of 
Disease and Management of Children,” bv Dr. Louis Starr—is a clean 
bit of work, which affords good evidence of the editor’s ability to illus¬ 
trate the art of “ condensation without omission,” which he announces 
in his preface as an essential condition in the making of a successful 
text-book. 

Among the divisions of this first chapter, “ Feeding ” may be cited as 
an example of sound and rational treatment of a subject which has been 
much overwritten hitherto. It is pleasant to find the opinion regarding 



